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Obliteration in Richard Wright’s Native Son 

 

The aim of this paper is to bring out how racism has made the life of person of colour 

in American society. Either it is in North America, especially, in and around Harlem, or in 

South America, racism not only serves oppression and an obstacles but also obliteration. In 

the novel Native Sonby Richard Wright, explains the difficulties of black people in various 

circumstances and situations they face. The people are suffocated for the reason they were 

black and also oppressed by White men. Even there are many writers who wrote about racism 

still it is a big issue spoken out by everyone. Apart from slavery, Blacks are treated with over 

criticise, prejudice, hypocrisy of justice, and even they are inconsiderate. It shows how the 

black people are undergoing the obliteration and the cause for the obliteration. It is a pain for 

the native son to lose their identity because being a native son in black. All over, the novel, it 

brings out the hurdles of black humans.  
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The start of African American literature was on late eighteenth century. During the 

time, the works are produced by many writers in United States but they are all African 

descents. The works are mainly an autobiographical narration. Richard Wright also wrote a 

memoir titled as Black Boy. The story emerged early about the haphazard of how he 

hadacquired his education and the analysing of colour discrimination. It is all because 

Richard Wright was born on Mississippi in 1908. He had fully experienced an influence of 

race, because he was born just forty years after the American Civil war, not only in his life 

but also in his work, he stood for many difficulties, the dilemmas, the tragedies and the 

possibilities sometimes. He had been raised as an American Negro; he struggled throughout 

and towards freedom and equality. Even though, he has published twelve books and he has 

gained reputation as a well-known International writer. He married a White woman and died 

in Paris in 1960.  

Native Son was published in 1940 and it was set in the southern side of Chicago, 

during 1930s. This was the first African American novel featured as a Main Selection of the 

Book of the Month Club. The other famous works are The Outsider and the Long Dream. The 

narrator of the novel, Bigger Thomas was introducedby Richard Wright in the Introduction of 

the book. In a very basic sense, it is an imaginative novel, which was merged in two 

extremes. On one sense, it is explained more consciously about the common events and on 

other hand it is something texture of private and public things. These are discussed by 

Richard Wright in the introductory of the narrator, Bigger Thomas. The novel starts with an 

alarm clock ringing.Even the novel started with the words which is something related to 

black people is ‘black’ mentioned in Native Son: 

  Brrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinng!  

  An alarm clock clanged in the dark and the silent room. (p.7)  
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The narrator, Bigger, was a twenty year old man and he was raised in Chicago‘s south 

side. He had been livedin poor family, only poverty remains with them. He is an uneducated, 

he couldn’t get education because he was black and he was in poverty. It was hard for them 

to get education. During 1930s the black people were lived cramped apartment in lower 

southern part of the city. The use of southern showed that one was dragged something and 

putting in a place where useless things were stored. They kept away from the other White 

people in the city. The apartment and the place were so filthy where he lived and rats were 

their companions while they sleep. But there was no other way; they had to live in a 

disgusting place. The life of Bigger was running out from his control. He did not have a 

proper job, he was doing a menial job, low waged labour just for his food.  

Bigger’s mother wanted him to work with White man, Mr Dalton, but he refused. 

Instead Bigger and his friends planned to rob the White man shop in the city. Only anger, 

frustration and fear define the life of Bigger. In order to face the toughness and risk of 

robbing White people shop, instead they robbed many Blacks owned business. They never 

even made an attempt to rob the shops of White.The fear they had really was without 

conscious, they understood it was a danger for them. They knew how they were treated 

among White people in general. When they convicted for the robbery, Blacks were worried 

they may lose their life. From here onwards, the obliteration of racism is more evident in this 

novel.  They lack their self; they were totally distracted in all the way because of racism. 

They did not have a standard in lives, education and job. Hence, they were sabotaged.  

Bigger had no option, he had to work as a chauffeur for Mr Dalton. Throughout the 

novel the White people were mentioned as Mr, Ms and Mrs But Blacks were not treated with 

respect. It shows the existence of discrimination. When man is not treated with respect, they 

are experiencing obliteration. Unfortunately, Mr Dalton was one of the shareholder for the 

apartment where Bigger and his family living. The thing happening around Blacks were 
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really a robbery by Whites. The wealthy Whitepeople had been robbing the poor Black 

people’s apartment and the lands in south side. Due to over population, the Blacks were not 

allowed to rent as a White neighbourhood.Mr Dalton, was himself compassionated and 

philanthropist in this novel. He donates money for schools and offers the jobs for Blacks. He 

was doing this as a confession for his guilt of exploiting the poor Blacks.  

The turning point of the novel is with Mary, a daughter of Mr Dalton. She often 

irritates Bigger by her activity. One day Mary wanted Bigger to drive to the restaurant to 

meet her boyfriend, Jan. Jan was a communist person. The communism established in 1919 

in Chicago. In order to prove the improved ideals and racist tolerance, they took him in to 

restaurant. Despite to get rid of Bigger’s embarrassment, they ordered a drink for them. They 

all had drunk. After they left the restaurant, Bigger drives for them, Mary and Jan make out in 

back seat. Mary had drunk much and Bigger took her to her bedroom.  

In a proximity and drunken situation Bigger kissed Mary. Just placed Mary on her bed 

Mrs Dalton entered the room. Even though she was blind, Bigger was afraid, because of she 

is White and she may smell his presence. He also worried that Mary was drunk; she may utter 

something about his presence. In a fear and to hide in front of Mrs Dalton blindness, he 

covered Mary’s face with a pillow. The action smothers her to die. Mrs Dalton was praying 

for her daughter to return to bed and she was unaware of her death. He tried to conceal the 

crime; he planned to burn her body in Dalton’s furnace. After he had done, he thought make 

use of Dalton’s prejudice on communism. He blamed that he had seen Mary with Jan on the 

day when she was missed. He believed that Mr Dalton would assume that Jan had kidnapped 

Mary for some Political purpose.He wrote a ransom letter, played on Dalton hatred towards 

communist. He signed the letter as Red. Even he was ready to bully her Bessie to join in his 

ransom plan. He thought to rob the money in this circumstance. He took Bessie to emptied 
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apartment and raped her. He was worried that she might reveal the truth to someone and 

killed her after she fell asleep. He killed her by using a brick.  

After the incident Bigger became a loner, in order to evade from the massive 

manhunt. Everyone around him had a doubt about his loneliness. The press and the other 

public started to determine him. They found the truth, but, being a Negro, he was 

overwhelmed by White for the crime he had not done. The populace assumed that he killed 

Mary, after he raped her. Bigger received some usual comments about Black’s crime from 

White. Being a sketchy he was punished, without any chance of rescue. But Jan met Bigger 

in jail, and spoke aboutthe situation and wanted to save him.  

Max, friend of Jan, came to defend Bigger. He wanted to save him from death 

penalty. He had not treated or considered him as a Black man or a man of low breed.He 

respected him as a product of environment, so he decided to rescue him. Despite of all his 

effort and arguments Bigger was sentenced to death. Max said that if America does not put an 

end to the activity towards Black people, there will be more character like Bigger. The hatred 

and vengeance on Black will lead to the destruction of one self. 

Hence, the theme of obliteration is more evident throughout the novel. Oppression, 

suppression, discrimination and many other reactions is like an atomic reaction which keeps 

on destroying the lives of other Native Americans. Here, the Nativity has changed the life of 

Bigger into negativity. Throughout the life he experienced a deletion and erasure of his own 

self which leads to obliteration, a total destruction. Even now racismexists but indifferent 

polished names such as sketchy, coloured, people of colour, and so on. Every human is a 

God’s creation, he made Black on purpose. The black colour means absorption of all and 

reflecting none. In this novel also, as the depiction of Black colour is mentioned, the Black 

people accepts all the impudence but they reflect none other than obliteration.  
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